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Leck! Look! Look! 
Door Prizes 
AZ 6. L. A. 


To encourage early arrival and inspection of exhibits on the opening 
day of the Ohio Library Association conference in Columbus,something new 
will be added this year—door prizes—7 of them, and really worthwhile. 

There are only three little rules to be observed. (1) You will have 
to register on Thursday, October 19, between 11:00 A.M. and 2:00 P.M. 
to get tickets which will make you eligible for the door prizes. (2) The 
ticket will have to be signed on the back by three exhibitors. (3) The 
drawing for the prizes will be made at the Convention Banquet on Friday 
evening; winners will have to be present at the banquet to be eligible for 


the prizes. It will pay you to come early! Here’s what you have a chance 
of winning: 


Ist prize—R.C.A. PORTABLE RADIO. 5 tube, AC-DC 
and battery. Complete with batteries. $34.95 value. 

2nd prize—R.C.A. 45 r.p.m. RECORD-PLAYER 
ATTACHMENT WITH COUPON BOOK 
FOR 6 FREE 45 r.p.m. RECORDS, redeemable 
at any R.C.A. record dealer. These players can be 
attached to any phonograph or radio. $12.95 
special. 

3rd prize—Same as 2nd—45 r.p.m. record-player attachment. 

4th prize—TELECHRON ELECTRIC ALARM CLOCK, 
white plastic case; luminous dial. 

5th prize—Book: “GREAT PAINTINGS IN AMERICA; 
101 MASTERPIECES IN COLOR,” selected by 
Fiske Kimball & L. Venturi. 1948. Published 
at $20.00. 

6th prize—(for women)—Gold compact; attractive enamel 
design of marionettes. 


7th prize—(for men)—1 necktie, with “South Pacific” motif. 
Ah hem! 


REMEMBER, REGISTER THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19, BETWEEN 
11:00 AM. AND 2:00 P.M. TO GET TICKET FOR A CHANCE 


AT THE DOOR PRIZES. WHO’LL BE THE LUCKY ONES— 
MAYBE YOU—??? 
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Program Zor Annual Conference 
Ohio Library Association 
HOTEL DESHLER-WALLICK, COLUMBUS 
OCTOBER 19 - 21, 1950 


T THIS mid-century point, when we 
are plunging into the most danger- 
ous of times, what can be more 

important for any library than to reexam- 
ine its efforts, to seek anew to find ways in 
which it too can do its part. Democracy is 
at stake, civilization ...! Vast programs 
of armament and mobilization of many 
kinds must be undertaken. New fears, new 
problems engulf our people — and there 
must be new hopes too. What will we do 
in our libraries? 


The program for the Ohio Library 
Association conference this fall has been 
planned with this in mind. There are talks 
designed to brief us on the world situation 
we face, and there will be talks to inform 
us about materials and techniques that will 
help us do our jobs better. And there will 
be discussion—lots of chance to talk things 
over and exchange ideas with librarians 
and trustees from all over the state and 
from all kinds of libraries. 


To help us get better acquainted there 
will be social functions and fun, for that 
has its place too. Then from it all, talks 
and discussions and social get-togethers, 
will come learning, ideas, inspiration which 
will bring renewed enthusiasm, new de- 
termination to use what we have more in- 
telligently and more nearly to meet the 
real needs of those we serve. These are des- 
perate times, all right, and from them 
comes our theme: “Libraries in Today's 
Crisis.” So it is — we will concentrate, and 
we will have fun too, for the better we 
know each other the more likely we are 
to make a strong Ohio Library Association 
and to help one another. 
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A GENERAL AND A DEAN 
AND A MANSION 


Since a rather complete advance pro- 
gram was mailed, in mimeographed form, 
to all members, we will comment in these 
preliminary paragraphs only about some 
of the speakers or events that were not 
included there. 


The big news is about our banquet 
speaker, Brigadier-General Frank L. 
Howley,who will speak at the annual Con- 
vention Banquet on Friday evening. In- 
creasingly these days one reads that the 
important battles ahead for democracy will 
be centered in Europe. It is really a rare 
opportunity, then, to have General Howley 
as our speaker for he served as Director of 
the U.S. Military Government in Berlin 
from 1947-1949, and for two years before 
that he was Deputy American Comman- 
dant in Berlin. He has had plenty of exper- 
ience in dealing with the Russians and the 
Germans, and with others in the four- 
power negotiations. Now he has returned 
from a re-visit to Europe. His topic will be: 
“You Must Fight for Peace.” Timely and 
authoritative, this should add much to our 
background to help us understand the 
history that unfolds itself in the months 
ahead. 


On the lighter side at the banquet that 
evening will be community singing led 
by Dean Mary Dolliver, Dean of Women 
at Oberlin College, who scored a complete 
hit in a similar capacity at the Combined 
Library Schools dinner during Cleveland 
A.L.A. this summer. During World War II 
she led singing among the troops in Eur- 
ope. Loosen up your tonsils and come pre- 








pared really to “express” yourself vocally. 
That’s when the “door prizes” from the 
day before will be awarded too. We think 
you'll find this social period lots of fun. 


Now, skipping back a day to Thursday 
afternoon ... That is when we all are in- 
vited to the Governor’s Mansion for tea. 
Arrangements for the tea were made with 
Mrs. Lausche by Mrs. B. F. McQuate, who 
is Chairman of the Citizens’ Library Com- 
mittee of Ohio. Since we do not get invita- 
tions to tea at the Governor’s Mansion 
every day, this is something special too. 


TRUSTEES WANTED! 


As a special inducement to get as many 
trustees as possible to attend, no registra- 
tion fee will be charged them. At the lunch- 
eon sponsored jointly by the Ohio Library 
Trustees Association and the Citizens’ Li- 
brary Committee of Ohio on Friday noon, 
the speaker will be Mr. Phillip C. Ebeling, 
of Dayton, and his topic will be: “The 
Library as a Public Service—1951.” Trus- 
tees will be required to register, and will 
be given special badges which will admit 
them to all meetings, though the regis- 
tration fee is waived. It would certainly be 
wonderful if this could be the biggest gath- 
ering ever of Ohio library trustees. Tell 
them how happy we will be to have them 
come. 


SATURDAY LUNCHEON 


The Wind-Up Luncheon on Saturday 
will be preceded by the annual business 
meeting of the Association. Since the pro- 
posed legislative program for 1951 will 
be discussed then, trustees will be welcome 
even if they are not personally members 
of O.L.A. Reports and the election of 
officers will concern all O.L.A. members. 
Remember, ours is a democratic organiza- 
tion, and keeping informed and voting are 
responsibilities as well as privileges. 


After the luncheon the convention will 
be closed by a talk by Dr. William Charvat, 
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of the Department of English at Ohio 
State University, who will talk on: “Public 
Libraries and Popular Books.” By all 
means, plan to stay with us until the con- 
vention ends at 2:30 P.M. At Grand Rap- 
ids last year, having a speaker after the 
Saturday luncheon gave the conference a 
much more pleasant and appropriate end- 
ing than would have been the case if it 
were just permitted to peter out. Help us 
make this successful that way too. 


SECTIONS AND ROUND TABLES 


Because of space, we will have to desist 
from telling you about the additional 
speakers and topics that have been added to 
these programs. We do want to call special 
attention, however, to the Institution Li- 
brary Luncheon which has been added on 
Friday, and the Catalog and Book Order 
program that was uncertain at the time 
the mimeographed notices went out. It 
will be well worth your while to check 
each of the programs now, for they are 
fuller than given before. 


MAKING RESERVATIONS 


There is still time to make reservations. 
For all meal functions please write to Miss 
Gladys Beery, Bexley Public Library, Col- 
umbus, Ohio. Tickets should be picked up 
at the time you register. This is important 
as we must keep close count for the hotel. 


For room reservations, communicate 
direct with the hotels. A list of them was 
sent to you with the mimeographed ad- 
vance announcement. 


IMPORTANCE OF REGISTERING 


The registration fee has been set by the 
Executive Board of O.L.A. to provide the 
funds to meet the cost of the convention. 
Every effort has been made to provide a 
program that is really worthwhile. 


All meetings will be monitored—which 
means that there will be people at the 


doors to see that only those who have reg- 
istered are admitted. This is necessary be- 
cause there are always some people who 
forget to register or just do not bother to 
do it. To meet such unfairness there is no 
solution but monitoring. Good intentions 
will not help. It is just as important to 
pay your registration fee as it is to pay for 
your meals and your hotel room. We do 
not mean to infer that YOU won't register 
as you should, but we have to put this note 
to remind every member that — the first 
thing to do when you come to the confer- 
ence is to REGISTER. That way, too, you 
will be listed officially as attending, and 
friends can find out from the registration 
desk where you are staying. 


EXHIBITS 


Besides the large number of commercial 
exhibits, you will want to see also the 
following library displays: Library Build- 
ings (including the amazing $2000 scale 
model of the projected new Cincinnati 
Public Library building, and pictures and 
plans of a number of new Ohio libraries) 
— Mildred Sandoe and Will Collins in 
charge; Work of American Libraries 
Abroad — U.S. State Department, with 
Marie Hurley, South Euclid Public Library, 
and Harriet Root, Lorain, as local chair- 
men; Government Documents, and 
Pamphlets—U.S. Superintendent of Doc- 
uments, with Jeanne C. Lewis, Reference 
Librarian, Columbus Public Library, in 
charge; Library Publicity Samples — 
Clara Hart, Publicity Director, Cuyahoga 
County Library, in charge. 


All the exhibitors and display chairmen 
put a lot of thought into bringing together 
for our convenience materials that are 
needed in all libraries, with ideas a-plenty. 
To be blase and skip the exhibits would be 
unfair to the library in which we work. To 
be well-informed librarians we had better 
see what they have to offer in the market- 
place and also look to see what other li- 
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braries are doing. The exhibits are an im- 
portant part of the conference. Let’s set 
aside time to see them! 


KALEIDOSCOPE 


Square dancing, canasta . . . a foreign 
affairs editor (he’s touring Europe now; 
due back October 15th; the very latest 
information can be expected from Mr. 
Hessler) . . . a U.S. State Department li- 
brarian . . . audio-visual specialist . . . the 
U.S. Superintendent of Documents in per- 


son .. . Miss Sattley, new school library 
professor at Western Reserve Library 
School . . . White House Conference .. . 


practical problems about periodicals and 
inter-library loans . . . choosing new ref- 
erence books . . . can county libraries do 
much more than serve the schools? ... 
rural life... trustee survey ... small library 
and the big Public Library Inquiry .. . 
Junior Members awake . . . all about super- 
vising . . . old friends . . . new friends... 
fun and learning. That’s O.L.A. Let every- 
one come who possibly can! 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


A slate of officers to be nominated to 
head the Ohio Library Association in the 
coming year is being prepared by the 
Nominating Committee. Members serving 
on this have been chosen to represent 
various types of library work, and to make 
a geographical representation as well. 
They are: Paul Bixler, Antioch College 
Library, Chairman; Marion King, Librari- 
an, Lorain Public Library; Jean Bowditch, 
Librarian, Euclid (Ohio) Senior High 
School; Ruth Dennis, Librarian, Greene 
County Library (Xenia); and Lillian 
Skeele, Children’s Librarian, Columbus 
Public Library. 


Besides the slate presented by the Nomi- 
nating Committee, the O.L.A. Constitution 
provides that nominations may be made 
from the floor also. The election will be 
at the annual business meeting of the 
Association on Saturday noon, Oct. 21st. 








THURSDAY, OCTOBER 19 


11:00 A.M.—2:00 P.M.—Registration and exhibits. To encourage early arrival, 
special door prizes will be given. See special announcement about this inside 
the front cover. It may pay you richly! 


2:00 P.M.—First General Session 
I isha cu rcaisyudeondsneaniieds Hon. James Rhodes, Mayor of Columbus 
Keynote address: 
“The Challenge to Mid-Century America” 
William H. Hessler, Author of “Operation Survival: 
America’s New Role in World Affairs,” and 
Foreign Editor, Cincinnati Enquirer 
Talk: “Libraries in the U. S. ‘Truth Campaign’ Abroad” 


Miss Katharine Kosmak, U. S. State Department; formerly 
Librarian, U. S. Information Library, Prague, Czechoslovakia 


4:30 P.M.—5:30 P.M.—Tea at the Governor’s Mansion, courtesy Governor and 
Mrs. Lausche. 


(Dinner hour left free for individual plans) 


8:00 P.M.—Second General Session 
Panel discussion: 
“The Impact of Television” 
Professor Katherine Reebel, School of Social Administration 
Ohio State University, Chairman 
Mr. Dean Myers, Radio-TV Editor, The Columbus Dispatch 
Miss Fern Sharp, Station WBNS, Columbus 
Mrs. Mildred Turnbull, Librarian, Warder Public Library 
Springfield 
Panel discussion and Buzz Session: 
“For the Library: New Directions or More of the Old?” 
Mrs. Florence Craig, Cuyahoga County Library, Moderator 


Dr. William Utterback Mildred Stibitz, Director of Public 
Speech Department Relations, Dayton Public Library 
Ohio State University Mrs. Elizabeth Bricker, Librarian 

Walter Brahm, North Canton Public Library 


State Librarian 


Phyllis Hansberger, Librarian 
New Philadelphia—Tuscarawas County Library 


9:45 P.M.— ‘Hi, Neighbor!” Brief informal get-together to introduce some new- 
comers to Ohio, new O.L.A. and A.L.A. members. Followed by Square Dancing 


and Canasta, with refreshments. Entertainment sponsored by Junior Members 
Section. 
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 20 


10:00 A.M.—Third General Session 
“Libraries and the Ohio Sesquicentennial in 1953”—Mr. Robert C. Wheeler, 
Sesquicentennial Commission. 
Talk by national leader in audio-visual field: 
"Some Problems in Visualizing the Future” 
Dr. Edgar Dale, Ohio State University 
Talk by a man to whom you have often addressed letters (you'll be surprised 
when you see him!): 
"The Use of Government Publications” 


Mr. Roy B. Eastin, Superintendent of Documents, 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 


12:30 Noon—Luncheon sponsored jointly by Ohio Library Trustees Association 
and Citizens Library Committee. (Note: Librarians are invited to attend, as 
well as trustees and laymen.) 


Presiding, Mr. Howard Walker, President, O.L.T.A. 


Welcome—Mr. Jacob Meckstrom, Trustee, Columbus 
Public Library 


Greetings from State Library Board, Dr. Clyde Hissong, 
Superintendent of Public Instruction for Ohio 


Featured speaker: Mr. Phillip C. Ebeling, of Dayton, Past- 
President, both U. S. Junior Chamber of Commerce 
and Ohio State Bar Association, former director of 
Dayton Chamber of Commerce, Community Chest, 
Red Cross Chapter, and Y.M.C.A. Topic: “The Library 
as a Public Service—1951” 





12:30 Noon—Luncheon sponsored by O.L.A. Institution Libraries Committee. 
Open to all interested in promoting library service for the many thousands of 
persons in Ohio mental, and penal and correctional institutions. 

Chairman, Raymond Embree, Librarian, Federal Reforma- 
tory, Chillicothe, Ohio 

Special guests will be officials from the Ohio Department of 
Welfare. No speeches—just informal discussion of 
problem. 


1:30 P.M.—Northern Ohio Catalogers. Special business meeting. Elizabeth Fogle, 
Canton Public Library, Chairman. (To adjourn in time for Cataloging and 
Order Round Table at 2:30 P.M.) 


2:30 P.M.—Section and Round Table Meetings, as indicated on next psge. 
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2:30 P.M.—Workers with Children and Young People Section 
Jane Darrah, Youngstown Public Library, presiding 


“Stepping Stones to a Better World”—Miss Helen R. 
Sattley, Associate Professor of Library Science, West- 
ern Reserve University; newly-come from Columbia 
Library School to teach the courses in school library 
work 


“The White House Conference on Children and Y outh’— 


Mr. J. Gordon Crowe, Executive Secretary, Ohio Com- 
mission on Children and Youth 


“Tell the Children About Ohio’’—Frank Siedel, author of 
“The Ohio Story” 


Note: Brief business meeting will follow program. 


2:30 P.M.—Reference Round Table (for any librarians who do reference work, both 
large and small libraries) 


Mildred Vannorsdall, Cuyahoga County Library, presiding 


1. “Looking Ahead with Science in These Days of Crisis” 


Dr. Iver Igelsrud, Physical chemist, Battelle Memorial 
Institute, Columbus 


2. “The Librarian Faces Magazine Storage Problems’— 
Mrs. Gladys Sepin, Librarian, Hamilton Public Library 


We 


“The Librarian Uses Interloan Services”—NMiss Shirley 


Courtright, State Circulation Librarian, Ohio State 
Library 


4. “The Librarian Selects New Reference Books’—Miss 
Helen Focke, Associate Professor of Library Science, 
Western Reserve University 


2:30 P.M.—Adult Education Round Table: a “How-To-Do-It’ session 
Miss Viola Wallace, Cincinnati Public Library, presiding 
1. A Discussion of “Discussions”; panel presentation 
Mr. Will Collins, Librarian, Columbus Public Library, Chairman 


Edna Moore, Librarian Janet Gregg, Librarian 
Elyria Public Library Gallia County District Library 
Mary McCann, Librarian Russell Munn, Librarian 


Sandusky Library Association Akron Public Library 
2. Demonstration Film Forum 


Mrs. Florence Craig, Director of Adult Education, Cuyahoga 
County Library, leader 


Film to be used: “Does It Matter What You Think?” 
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2:30 P.M.—Cataloging and Book Order Round Table; sponsored (for all who 
work in these fields) by Northern Ohio Catalogers and Special Libraries Associa- 
tion, Cleveland Chapter 

Henrietta Winkelman, Lucas County Library, Maumee, presiding 
1. How to Win Friends and Influence People—to Want to 
Work in the Catalog Department 
... the Librarian’s viewpoint, Mr. Edwin B. Col- 
burn, Supervisor of Processing Department, 
Cleveland Public Library 
... the Cataloger’s viewpoint, Miss Mary Elizabeth 
Earle, Cataloger, Lima Public Library 
2. “Point of View of the Cataloger in a Special Collection” 
Carmen Welch, Head Cataloger, Battelle Memorial 
Institute, Columbus 
3. “What's Abead in the Book Business—Higher Prices, 
Shortages or What?’’—Mr. Ben Zevin, President, 
World Publishing Co. 


7:00 P.M.—Convention Banquet and Social Evening (formal dress optional). 
Featured speaker: BRIGADIER-GENERAL FRANK L. HOWLEY 
Director of the U. S. Military Government in Berlin, 
1947-1949; just returned from a re-visit to Europe 
this summer. 
Topic: “YOU MUST FIGHT FOR PEACE” 
To be followed by: 
Presentation of Trustee Awards 
Community Singing: led by Dean Mary Dolliver, Dean of Women at Oberlin 
College 
Drawing of door prizes from preceding day to be interspersed among the 
community singing 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 21 | 


10:00 A.M.—Section and Round Table Meetings, as indicated below: 


10:00 A.M.—Junior Members Section 
Mr. Daniel Hagelin, Cleveland Public Library, presiding 
Panel discussion: “Juniors—a Wake or Awake?” 
Participants: Miss Elizabeth Chambers, University of Louis- 
ville Library, past-president A.L.A. Junior Members; 
Miss Elizabeth Lindsey and Miss Effie Lee Morris, 
Cleveland Public Library; and Miss Mildred Stibitz, 
Dayton Public Library, president-elect of O.L.A. 
Note: Brief business meeting to follow program. 


10:00 A.M.—College and University Section 
Miss Dorothy Berg, Librarian, Heidelberg College, Tiffin, Ohio, presiding 
1. “A.C.R.L. in Obio”—Mr. Arthur Hamlin, Executive Secretary, 
Association of College and Reference Libraries 
2. “A.C.R.L. - - Ohio Viewpoint”—-Mr. Frank Jones, Librarian, 
Ohio University, Athens. General Discussion follows 
Note: Brief business meeting to follow program. 
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10:00 A.M.—Extension Section 
Miss Laurel Krieg, Librarian, Martins Ferry Public Library, presiding 
1. “Rural Life Today Demands Planning”—Mtr. Jacob P. Schmidt, 
Supervisor of Farmers’ Institutes, and Professor of Rural Sociology, 
Ohio State University 
2. “How Much of a County Library's Budget Should Go into School 
Service?” 
“Why I Am Not Doing Adult Work”—Gertrude Laird, Troy 
Public Library 
“What Do We Owe the Schools?”—Doris Wood, John McIntire 
Public Library, Zanesville 
General Discussion of theme \ed by Dorothy Strouse, Lucas Count; 
Library 
Note: Brief business meeting to follow program. 


10:00 A.M.—Small Libraries Round Table 
Miss Frances Edwards, Librarian, Norwalk Public Library, presiding 
Topic: SMALL LIBRARIES ARE INTERESTED... 
1. In Ohio’s Trustee Attendance survey 
2. In the Public Library Inquiry report 

Discussion to be based on a talk called “All Comparisons Are Odtous,” 
by Mr. George W. Coen, trustee of Lancaster Public Library, and 
member of Ohio State Library Board. 

Librarians of several small libraries have been prepared to comment on 
specific chapters from the recently-published and important sum- 
mary of the Public Library Inquiry, “The Public Library in the 
United States,” by Robert D. Leigh. 


10:00 A.M.—Library Administration Round Table (meant for those whose work 
has to do with supervision of employees) 
Mr. Ernest Miller, Assistant Librarian, Cincinnati Public Library, presiding 
1. General Principles of Supervision. Speaker from Ohio Bell Tele- 
phone Company 
2. Special Problems of Library Supervision. Miss Emelia Wefel, 
Librarian of the Main Library, Cleveland Public Library 
Supervision from the Employees’ Point of View. Miss Frances Rose, 
Children’s Librarian, Cincinnati Public Library 
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12:15 Noon—Annual Business Meeting, Ohio Library Association 
(This will be with members seated at their luncheon seats. However, seats for 
those who cannot stay for lunch will be placed at rear of room. Agenda: reports 
and discussion of proposed legislation; election of officers.) Important: study the 
Legislative Proposals, on page 57 of this issue, and bring them to the meeting 
with you. 


1:00-2:00 P.M.—Serving of Wind-Up Luncheon, members remaining at tables 
where they are seated. Special rate $1.75 (including tax and tip). Make reser- 
vations and get tickets in advance. 


2:00-2:30 P.M.—Speaker: Dr. William Charvat, Department of English, Ohio State 
University 
Topic: “Public Libraries and Popular Books” 


Conference to end at 2:30 P.M. 
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Proposed Legislative Program 


1951 will see the Ohio Legislature back 
in action, and librarians must decide at the 
business meeting of O.L.A. on Saturday 
noon, October 21, whether they wish to 
press for any legislation. A program of 
suggestions was drawn by the Legislative 
Steering Committee when it met in Co- 
lumbus in June, with James J. Weadock, 
trustee of the Lima Public Library, as 
chairman. These were referred to the 
Executive Board, and that group ordered 
that the recommendations be printed in 
the Bulletin and discussed at the business 
meeting of the Association. The recom- 
mendations follow: 


1. That an effort be made to secure 
increased state aid for the public li- 
braries of Ohio, as described below. 


2. That an effort be made to secure an 
adequate budget for the State Li- 
brary to enable it to give increased 
help to the libraries of the state 
(through larger book stock and in- 
creased staff). 


3. That a strong state aid committee 
be appointed to accomplish the 
above recommendations. It was 
agreed that a state aid bill should 
not be introduced in the legislature 
this coming legislative year; that 
such a bill would have little chance 
of passage, but that a strong com- 
mittee, by speaking convincingly 
with the Governor and other influ- 
ential people, might persuade the 
Governor to increase the amounts 
which he recommends in the State 
Library section of the general appro- 
priation bill, including additional 
operating funds for the State Library. 


6. 


That the problem of establishing a 
position of school library supervisor 
in the Department of Education be 
referred to the Ohio School Library 
Association as a legislative project 
for the Association to develop and 
effect. 


That the problem of establishing a 
position of institutional library su- 
pervisor in the Department of Wel- 
fare be referred to the Institutional 
Library Committee of the Ohio Li- 
brary Association, with the sugges- 
tion that the Committee enlist the 
aid of the professional welfare asso- 
ciations of the state in securing the 
passage of legislation to create such 
a position; that if legislation is un- 
necessary, to influence the Depart- 
ment of Public Welfare to establish 
such a position. 


That the Ohio Bar Association be 
asked to sponsor legislation permit- 
ting public libraries of all types to 
take out liability insurance covering 
the operation of motor vehicles and 
general library operation. 


That the Ohio Library Association 
prepare, introduce and seek the 
passage of two bills: 

(a) A bill to authorize the use of 
intangible tax money for li- 
brary building purposes. 

(b) A bill to authorize public 1i- 
braries to borrow funds for 
building purposes and pledge a 
certain portion of current in- 
come from the intangibles tax 
to retire the amount borrowed. 














Adult Education Activities 
Ju Ohio Libraries 
1939-1949 


by 


Ida Goshkin 
Director of Group Services 
Akron Public Library 


In 1939 the Adult Education Commit- 
tee of the Ohio Library Association made 
a study called “Library Service in Ohio.” 
This year a study was made by the present 
members of the Committee to provide a 
follow-up to determine progress made in 
the ten-year interval so far as the contri- 
bution of public libraries to programs in 
adult education is concerned. 


In this study an effort was made to cover 
both the individual and group activities in 
library adult education. A questionnaire 
was devised to cover four different aspects 
of adult education activities in libraries: 
(1) library services to groups; (2) library 
services to individuals; (3) personnel and 
community participation, and (4) facilities 
and equipment available for adult educa- 
tion services. 


The questionnaire was sent to all public 
libraries in Ohio with a population of 
10,000 or over. For convenience in de- 
scribing the returns, the libraries have been 
grouped by size of community: Group I 
includes libraries in cities of 100,000 and 
over; Group II, libraries in cities between 
20,000 and 100,000; Group III, cities be- 
tween 10,000 and 20,000. 


Of the 57 libraries polled, 39 (or 69% 
sent in returns. All of the large libraries in 
Group I responded; while in Group II, 
59% of the libraries responded; and in 
Group III, 67%. The unusually high re- 
turn from the smaller communities points 
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up an interesting trend in adult education 
activities. The detailed figures and tables 
could not be printed here, but they will be 
mimeographed. Requests for them should 
be sent to the author or to the other mem- 
bers of the Committee who worked on it: 
Viola Wallace, Cincinnati Public Library, 
or Margery Miller, Celina Public Library. 


Services to Groups 


In the field of library services to groups 
it was found that most of the libraries 
studied work actively with groups (31 do; 
only 5 do not). The type of groups served 
showed work with women’s clubs and 
parent study groups to be most common 
(17 libraries); with churches and civic 
groups next (14 libraries); followed by 12 
working with social agencies, 11 with 
recreational agencies. The groups served 
least were the racial groups, with only four 
libraries providing them with services. 

Surprisingly few libraries have special 
activities for youth groups. Out of a total 
of 39 libraries, only 9 noted activities for 
youth. Of these, only 2 are in large li- 
braries, while 7 are from libraries below 
100,000 population. On the whole, it was 
shown that the smaller libraries were carry- 
ing On more young people’s work in terms 
of group service than were libraries in 
larger communities. 


The type of service performed for 
groups by libraries shows that community 


resource files are maintained by 18 libra- 
ries, and speakers’ bureaus by 10. Discus- 
sion leaders are provided by 11, and film 
sources by 17. Other types of services that 
libraries provide groups are: book lists, ex- 
hibits, discussion outlines, program plan- 
ning institutes. 

As to programs or activities sponsored 
by the library or jointly with other agen- 
cies, it was found that 4 have lecture series, 
10 discussion meetings, 12 Great Books, 
2 great issues, 11 film forums, 17 radio 
programs, and 9 have other types of pro- 
grams such as music recitals with records, 
film shows, and art programs. Taken as a 
whole, Group I totaled 31 programs; 
Group II, 23 programs; Group III, eleven 
programs. 


Reaching Individuals 

The second section of the survey deals 
with special services to individuals. Of the 
libraries covered, the larger number (30) 
give reader advisory service through gen- 
eral circulation work. Courses of reading 
for individuals are prepared by only 11 
libraries. In analyzing special staff assigned 
to this type of work, it is found that the 
large libraries have full-time staff for it, 
three of them as high as three full-time 
staff members. 


Personnel and Community 
Participation 


Five Ohio public libraries have adult 
education departments, and two have 
group service departments. Besides these 
full-time library adult education programs, 
the public relations staffs in 7 libraries also 
work with groups. Others mentioned as 
doing such work also are: schools depart- 
ment working with PTA’s, extension de- 
partment working with rural groups. 

Library representation was found on 
many and varied agencies. Fifteen libra- 
ries listed representation on social agen- 


cies, 9 on welfare organizations, 5 on 
art institutes, 5 universities, 1 labor 
organization, etc. 


Adult Education Facilities 


Of the 39 libraries in the sample, 22 
have auditoriums for meeting purposes, 
while 9 have access to facilities outside of 
the library. This is an unusual! high—31 
out of 39 libraries—and should be a factor 
in encouraging group activities by libraries. 


Film service in libraries in Ohio is in- 
creasing rapidly due primarily to the devel- 
opment of regional film circuits. The 
survey shows that 16 libraries circulate 
films. Of the 16, two give service to groups 
only, whereas 14 give service to both 
groups and individuals. All the libraries 
with a film collection have projection 
equipment. Two libraries have filmstrip 
collections though not films. 


SUMMARY 


Trends in adult education in Ohio libra- 
ries show much more emphasis on group 
work than was the case before the decade 
studied. This resulted partly, at least, from 
the community organization activities dur- 
ing World War II, when much was done 
to promote the formation of groups and 
participation by individuals. The Army de- 
veloped new methods in order to acceler- 
ate its training program, using discussion 
methods and group techniques. This has 
become a familiar pattern in many 
communities. 


This study shows that the 39 public 
libraries in Ohio were working with some 
1,883 different groups. The list of groups 
shows that we are serving more, and a 
greater variety of groups, than was the case 
ten years ago. Seven libraries gave special 
service to labor, 17 libraries are carrying 
on extensive work with parents, 10 libra- 
ries served racial and nationality groups, 
and 8 libraries have organized special pro- 
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grams for the aged. This is still a very 
small number of the total, but it does show 
that libraries are more and more widening 
the area of service and recognizing the 
needs of the total community. 

In conclusion we can point out that 
libraries in Ohio have made progress in 
providing adult education services. They 
serve a great variety of groups and indi- 
viduals. They now circulate not only books 
and pamphlets, but records, films, and 
filmstrips. 


But this study also shows that too few 
libraries offer this type of service. Only a 
small percentage of the libraries in this 
study assign a member of the staff to han- 
dle the adult education work. It is often 
done as “part of the regular work,” which 
means it is delegated to the background. 
In too many libraries it is part of the trim- 
ming, not the core of their activities. 


THE GOAL AHEAD 

Mr. Bryson in the Library of Tomorrow 
said, “The job of educating the community 
is to enlarge the freedom of men and 
women by letting them know how many 
things there are in the world that are worth 
learning and enjoying. For this purpose a 
library is merely an instrument in the 
hands of the librarian. It is the librarian 
who educates the community because it is 
the librarian who so manages the supply 
of books that a greater and greater number 
of people know what the books are and 
find out what they can do.” 

Not until libraries recognize the full 
importance of these words will we ever 
fully overcome our present inertia and be- 
come adult education agencies. 


PROGRESS TOWARD 
INSTITUTION LIBRARY 
SUPERVISOR 

The long-term project of the O.L.A. 
Committee on Institution Libraries has 
been to get the position of Supervising 
Librarian for State Institution Libraries 
established. Recently, Raymond Embree, 
Librarian of the Federal Reformatory at 
Chillicothe and Chairman of the Commit- 
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tee, decided to try still once more. Excerpts 
from a report on it to fellow committee 
members follows: 


“Brooding on what could be done be- 
tween now and our October meeting, | 
decided there was nothing to lose—so I 
wrote a letter to Governor Lausche! I told 
him as briefly as I could what this com- 
mittee has done, of our meeting in April 
a year ago with Judge Lamneck, Director 
of the Public Welfare Department, and 
his staff, and that we had come away with 
a definite promise that the position of 
supervising librarian would be set up in the 
State Welfare Department. Then, I added 
that we were hoping to enlist his interest, 
and that if I could see him I could ex- 
plain in person much better than by letter. 
And the Governor replied, giving me an 
appointment in his office for last Friday, 
September 15. 


“The appointment was kept, and Judge 
Lamneck was present also. The Governor 
asked me just what my interest in the mat- 
ter was, and after my further brief expla- 
nation he expressed himself as definitely in 
favor of our objective—the appointing of 
a supervisor of the State’s institution li- 
braries. Judge Lamneck agreed again, just 
as he did when we met in his office, and 
said that the position would be established 
and filled ‘just as soon as he could do it.’ 
The State is in financial difficulties, it 
seems, because the General Assembly 
passed a law granting pay increases to all 
state employees, but failed to provide 
money for them. 





“We are, then, in the position of having 
agreement and support in spirit, at least, 
from the Governor and the head of the 
Welfare Department. Judge Lamneck 
asked me to ‘get in touch’ with his assist- 
ant director, Judge Henry J. Robison. | 
wrote him a letter today. Unless the posi- 
tion is established and filled this year, we 
face the chance of having our work to do 
over again with a new administration, 
should the present regime lose at the com- 
ing elections.” Let’s keep our fingers 
crossed that this will do it. 


Mary, Downey Memorial Fund 


On May 25, 1950 Miss Mary Elizabeth 
Downey, one of the gallant pioneers in 
library development and training, died of 
a stroke. There are many librarians in Ohio 
who knew her personally while she was 
State Library Organizer in 1908-1912 and 
again in 1929-1931. Many became ac- 
quainted with her while she was Director 
of the Chautauqua School for Librarians 
from 1906 until 1935. Miss Downey was 
president of the Ohio Library Association 
in 1912-1914. She also served as chairman 
of the College and Reference Section while 
she was librarian of Denison University 
Library, in 1925-1927. 


Those who were her students will recall 
her with fond memories as she lectured in 
the large hall at Chautauqua on subjects 
covering everything from library finances 


OVER THE BACK FENCE 


See that lower lip protruded in a pout 
on the editor? That’s how disappointed he 
is that the “Bits About Ohio Libraries” 
that we have had in other issues have been 
crowded out this time. 


About people, we must seize these few 
lines, however, to mention the death early 
this summer of Miss Frances Hammitt, 
associate professor of school library work 


and book drives to the proper sharpening 
of pencils! Many would not have become 
librarians were it not for the encourage- 
ment of Miss Downey. 


It has been suggested that her fellow 
librarians and students might be interested 
in contributing to a fitting memorial for 
Miss Downey and that contributions to 
the scholarship fund of O.L.A. might be 
such a memorial. O.L.A. makes both 
loans and outright grants from this fund 
to deserving library school aspirants. 


Anyone wishing to contribute to the 
O.L.A. Scholarship Fund may do so by 
mailing a check to Miss Frances Nun- 
maker, Executive Secretary of O.LA., 
care of Ohio State Library, Columbus 15, 
and marking it “In Memory of Mary 
Elizabeth Downey”. 


at Western Reserve Library School. Also, 
we want Reservites to know that George F. 
Strong, Associate Director of the Western 
Reserve Libraries, retired this fall with 
emeritus rank. Wrayton E. Gardner has 
been appointed to the position. 


Now about all the other interesting bits 
we would have liked to tell you, we will 
just have to trust to the grape vine! 


* * * 





TRY P. &. &. 


COMPLETE 


LIBRARY SERVICE 


on your 
DOMESTIC AND FOREIGN PERIODICAL REQUIREMENTS 


We are in a position to fill orders for Magazines, Bulletins, Journals, Annuals, 
Memberships, Transactions, Yearbooks, Newspapers, publications of Supt. of 
Documents, Washington, D. C., in addition to irregular and difficult periodical 
subscriptions. Send your miscellaneous, yearly order, or bid forms to 


PUBLISHERS SUBSCRIPTION SERVICE 


207 WEST FRANKLIN 


Stretch your Periodical Budget 
by ordering from us. 
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JACKSON, MICHIGAN 


More than a quarter of a century of 
continuous, satisfactory service. 








HELP WANTED! Bookmobile Librarian (woman) or Librarian-Driver 
(man) for interesting job in suburbs around Cleveland on new bookmobile. 
Work week equally divided between schools and adult trips. 


Cuyahoga County Library, 1150 W. 3rd Street, Cleveland 13, Ohio 





PATRONIZE OUR ADVERTISERS! 


HISTORY OF THE GIRTYS 
By CONSUL WILLSHIRE BUTTERFIELD 


8 vo., portrait, Index, Errata, 426 pages, cloth, gilt. Cincinnati, Robert Clarke & Co., 1890. 
Rare Book Dept., Long's College Book Co., Columbus, 1950. 
Limited Edition 1000 Copies Ready in September 


This is the only complete and definitive history of the Girtys, that has ever been done, the life- 
records of the three most celebrated brothers, chronologically arranged, historical as well as 
biographical, and well-documented with footnotes throughout. (All others on and about them 
were either conflicting, fragmentary or incorporated in Western historical works, and giving 
but little detail on the brothers.) 

This is no dry chronological record but is highly interesting and entertaining, and one that has 
avidly been sought for by informed collectors of Americana, for many years. Here is the story 
of the bloody but most romantic period on the Great Western Borders, the most exciting hap- 
penings on the early frontiers of the West, the pioneers who helped to open up this country, the 
early Indian captivities, shocking tortures, massacres, wars, midnight raids, men of action, with 
short tempers, and blazing guns, bloody and primitive law. 


PRICE $7.50 
Longa COLLEGE BOOK CO. Rare Book Dept. COLUMBUS 1, OHIO 


CLASS “A” BINDINGS by a CLASS “A” BINDERY 
MAKE YOUR 


LIBRARY DOLLAR 
GO FARTHER 


BY SPENDING IT IN OHIO 
and CHANGING IT INTO A 


TAX DOLLAR 
Art Guild Bindery, Inc. 


324 EAST NINTH STREET 
CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 


AN OHIO BINDERY for OHIO LIBRARIES 





New Books Which Offer Unique Reading Enjoyment 
to All Ohioans 


THE THE JUDGE 
SERENE RODE A 
CINCINNATIANS SORREL HORSE 
—by Alvin F. Harlow —by Robbins Hunter 


A delightful social history of Cincinnati, city Story of a singularly happy 
of paradoxes. An important industrial city, relationship of father and son, 
Cincinnati still retains many quaint customs, mingled with a chronicle of 
a love of tradition and numerous fascinating daily life in the charming town 
characteristics unique to itself alone. of Newark, Ohio, from the mid- 


Frontispiece. Endpaper maps. (Society in dle 1800's to recent times. 
America Series). $4.50. Frontispiece. $3.00. 


At your bookseller’s or direct 


E. P. DUTTON & COMPANY, Inc. 


PUBLISHER 
300 FOURTH AVENUE NEW YORK 10, N. Y. 


PREBOUND BOOKS 


Sturdy Library Binding Guaranteed To Prove Satisfactory. Catering 
Especially To The Easy Reading Levels For The Small Fry. 


ASSOCIATED LIBRARIES 
309 N. 37th Street 
Philadelphia 4, Penna. 


Mr. Tom Bowden - Ohio Representative 


Beautiful Bindings 


In Modern Traditional Designs 
Specialists in Library Bindings since 1863 


(Weise-Winckler Bindery, Inc. 


27-29 W. Court Street 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio 





Every librarian will want the new 


all-color filmstrip, HOW TO USE Gaylord 


COMPTON’S CARD 
PICTURED ENCYCLOPEDIA CATALOG CASES 


& 
New 60-frame filmstrip in full BOOK TRUCKS 


color — alive with interest—to 
oe : e 
aid in teaching the use of one of 


the most important educational MAGAZINE RACK 


tools. “ 
20-page Teaching Guide repro- 
duces each frame with identify- DICTIONARY STAND 
ing number and | d.. with ; . 
aunmantiiey a ‘en gr bathe and other standard Library Furniture 
librarian, suggestions for intro- — now in stock for prompt shipment. 


ducing the film, etc. Quarter sawed oak — light and dark 
Write at once for information finish. 

about special introductory offer a 

of free loan for 30 days —or 


purchase at cost. GAYLORD BROS., INC. 
A. M. TRESSEL, Dist. Manager Library Supplies 
F. E. COMPTON G&G COMPANY 


35 East Tulane Road Columbus 2, Ohio SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 


Books... and Sewwice 
from McCLURG’S 


McClurg’s, with over half a century of specialized library 
service, is equipped to serve you well! Our staff is skilled in 


the handling of Library, School and College book orders. 


We welcome your patronage ... and the opportunity 


to serve you. 


ee McClurg & Co, 323 = Onuario se 


Chicago 11, Illinois 


“Serving Librarians Is Our Business" 





Stop Hunting—Go HUNTTING 
Order Now For 


CHILDREN’S BOOK WEEK 
NOVEMBER 12-18 
s 


Just Specify Whether You Want 


Publisher’s binding 
or 





HUNTTING PREBOUNDS 


, ... Our Standard Juvenile Catalog 
Both are listed in: Our Fall Illustrated Juvenile Catalog 


* 
Write for Your Copies! 


The H. R. Huntting Co., Inc., Library Specialists 
Springfield 5, Massachusetts 


YOU CAN TELL A BOOK BY ITS COVER 
IF 
“IT’S IN PARAGON BINDINGS” 


The distinctive quality of PARAGON BINDINGS is imme- 
diately apparent in their looks and the ‘“‘feel’’ of the book. 


375 “Standard” pre-bound books on our list for replacement. 


New books, as they come out, are added to keep up with each 
series. 


Low prices are combined with these features to bring you the 
best buys in the field. A NEW LIST HAS JUST BEEN 
MAILED, WITH NO PRICE INCREASE. 


It will be nice to see you at O.L.A. in Columbus. 


DON R. PHILLIPS 
VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 








DESHLER - WALLICK 
" Welcome " 


Ohio Library Association 
: To Your Big Convention Here 
DESHLER - WALLICK October 19-21, 1950 
HOTEL 


BROADAANIGH STREETS 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 


- KINDLY THANK OURFADVERTISERS WHEN YOU SEE THEM .. . 


VAAAAALAAAAAAAALAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA/ 


General Bookbinding Company 


Specialists in Rebinding Library Books, 
Law Books, Textbooks and Magazines 


Phone PRospect 1-3779 
1766 East 133 St. (cor. Holyoke) -:- EAST CLEVELAND 12, OHIO 





